communities and individuals.

Language is not only a means of communication,
but also of getting things done (from declarations
of love to political propaganda).

Language is not uniform; it has different varieties
according to the contexts of use, and so it
characterises its users, in terms of socioeconomic
class, education, culture, personality etc.
Language use varies according to the interaction
between medium (spoken or written) and
context. There can be no safe generalisations
about spoken and written language. For example,
is the language of plays and comic books spoken
or written?

Language is organised — with the same level of
success as human communities. It's imperfectly
organised, not only because its creators aren’t
perfect, but also because it's always in the
process of changing.

registers and genres, and become aware of the
factors that influence variety in language use, so
that they can make informed choices.

Helping learners see the link between the
language and the culture behind it. There are two
problems here: Which culture? What is the
culture behind ‘international English’?

Making language use both social and personal, by
treating the classroom as a social context and
helping learners use the new language to develop
a communal identity and interpersonal relations
in class, and helping them project their own
personality through the new language.

Making language use purposeful, not only by
creating opportunities for the transmission of
information, but also helping learners use
language to achieve goals.

Making language use critical, i.e. aiming not only
at comprehension, but also at interpretation.







